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PRESS STATEMENT BY DARREN NG

MANAGING DIRECTOR, TTG ASIA MEDIA PTE LTD

IT&CMA and CTW 2005 Press Conference

11 October 2005, 1230 – 1400 hrs 

Conference Room 2, Level 1, Royal Cliff Grand  

Good afternoon to all our Thai and International Media Delegates, Ladies & Gentlemen. A warm welcome to today’s press conference. 

This is the second year that the 13th Incentive Travel & Conventions, Meetings Asia (IT&CMA) and 8th Corporate Travel World (CTW) Asia-Pacific are co-located. Those who were with us last year in Bangkok would remember the cinematic Doublebill theme of IT&CMA and CTW 2004.   For 2005, Pattaya is the new home for our shows and we have selected a “Sports and Tropical” theme to match the natural attractions of this seaside city. 

We have designed programmes to allow the two groups of delegates – the MICE professionals and the Corporate Travel Managers – to participate in a more synergised and effective way. New features have been introduced to maximise time for our delegates to attend the IT&CMA exhibition and CTW conference as well as to participate in our social functions. 

To begin with, there will be two different educational programmes targeted at MICE professionals and Corporate Travel Managers at CTW 2005.  MICE professionals will be able to attend IT&CMA morning seminars and sales training workshops. Corporate Travel Managers will have a two-day conference comprising of CTW industry workshops, seminars and attendance certification sessions. 

For the first time, Corporate Travel Managers can meet IT&CMA suppliers at business appointments set up through an Online Dairy system. The CTW Table-Top exhibition is an initiative for Corporate Travel Managers to meet with Corporate Travel Suppliers. Hence, Corporate Travel Managers can meet both groups of suppliers under one roof.
Now for some show statistics. 

To-date, we have a total of 1,425 registered delegates for IT&CMA and CTW 2005.

We have a total of 301 exhibiting companies from 29 countries from the Asia-Pacific, Middle East, Europe, UK and US.  Despite a smaller exhibition hall this year, the number of exhibitors has remained the same.

The largest country pavilion at this year’s IT&CMA trade show belongs to host country Thailand, totaling 252sqm and 42 co-exhibitors. This is followed by Singapore (24), Malaysia (22) and Australia (15). 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Cambodia, a new Country Pavilion exhibitor, and other first-time NTOs and CVBs such as Czech Tourism, Dubai Tourism, Yokohama Convention and Visitors Bureau, and West Japan Industrial and Trade Convention Association. We also have new corporate exhibitors such as Challenge Hospitality, Etihad Airways and Sun International (South Africa) at our show.  

A total of 350 Buyers and Corporate Travel Managers from 40 countries are here to attend the exhibition to engage in business with these exhibitors. 

As part of our event programme, we have planned many social functions throughout the next three days. This is to provide opportunities for our delegates to relax, network and enjoy themselves. 
For our important Buyers, Corporate Travel Managers and Media, we have a cocktail reception hosted by the Taiwan External Trade Development Council; luncheons hosted by Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort and the Hong Kong Tourism Board; a dinner hosted by the Cambodia National Tourism Authority and two late-night functions hosted by Hard Rock Hotel Pattaya and Dusit Resort Pattaya. 

The TTG Travel Awards 2005 gala dinner will be held on the last evening of IT&CMA and CTW 2005. This prestigious event, held for the 16th time this year, will recognise the Asia-Pacific travel industry's most outstanding travel organisations for their achievements and contributions. So don’t miss out on our grand finale!

I would also like to mention two other worthy activities for delegates to participate. We have adopted the “Carry for Kids” charity again. This year, it is in aid of 200 orphans living in the Pattaya Orphanage. Please visit the “Carry for Kids” booth in the exhibition hall and donate generously. 

The second activity is the Sticky Awards, a fun “Oscars” version of awards to recognise and reward exhibitors who have gone the extra mile to delight buyers and trade visitors with their creativity, effort and excellence in their booth designs and promotional activities.  Two new categories are introduced this year – the “Stickest Buyer” and the “Stickest Oufit” to extend participation to exhibitors and all delegates respectively. So vote for your favourites and cheer for them at the Sticky Awards Presentation Lunch on the last day.

Finally, we would like to thank our partners in Thailand – Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB), Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), Thailand Incentive & Convention Association (TICA) and Pattaya City Council for their steadfast support to ensure the success of our shows. 

To our Official Carrier – Thai Airways International; our Official Venue – Pattaya Exhibition and Convention Hall (PEACH); our Official Hotel – Royal Cliff Beach Resort and all our Supporting Hotels, thank you for your excellent support and for providing your best service to our delegates.

We would also like to thank all our Endorsing Associations - IAPCO, ICCA, NBTA and PATA – and all our Supporting Associations – ISES, HATA, PASAS and SITE (Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand Chapters).
It has been a pleasure working with our 20 Supporting Publications from all over the world, including Australia, Belgium, China, France, Germany, India, Poland, Russia, South Korea, Singapore, South Africa, Thailand, UAE, UK and USA.  Thank you for your support.

Last but not least, many thanks to our tour sponsors – Exotissimo Travel Management, Saigon Tourist, and Vietnam Airlines, for organising familiarisation tours for our delegates to experience the wonders of Asia-Pacific. 

I wish you all a fruitful and successful time at IT&CMA and CTW 2005. Thank you. 
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