Myanmar

5 days/4 nights – US$300.00

14 Oct 2005    

Morning 
Arrival at Yangon International Airport (arrival in the morning).

Coach transfer to Kyauktagyi Pagoda for a visit to its Reclining Buddha. 

Departure by blue taxis from Kyauktagyi for an orientation tour of the downtown area of Yangon with its impressive colonial buildings. 

Trishaw ride to the Strand Hotel. Visit of the hotel. Tea/coffee at Strand Café.

Transfer to Pansea – Governor’s Residence. Visit of the hotel.

Set lunch at Governor’s Residence.  

Transfer to Kandawgyi Palace Hotel and check in.

1630hrs
Departure from the hotel to visit the Shwedagon Pagoda, Myanmar's holiest monument with its huge golden stupa covered with 60 tons of pure gold leaf. 

Transfer back to the hotel.

Cocktail with snacks before dinner in the gardens of the hotel. Dinner by the pool of the hotel. Illumination with candles and torches.
Overnight at Kandawgyi Palace Hotel.

NOTE: as in all pagodas and religious buildings in Myanmar, visitors must walk barefoot and leave their shoes at the entrance.

15 Oct 2005

Morning 
Early breakfast at the hotel. 

Transfer to Yangon airport for your flight to Bagan (1h20mn flight. Tentative schedule: 0630hrs/0750hrs).

Upon arrival at Bagan-Nyaung Oo Airport, departure by bus to visit the Shwezigon Pagoda with its magnificent golden stupa followed by Htilominlo Temple.

Food donation at Taungbi Monastery. 

Continue by coach to visit a local family business where you will observe the process of producing typical lacquer ware, one of the best-known handicrafts in Myanmar and a specialty of Bagan.

Lunch at Sunset Garden Restaurant overlooking the Irawaddy.

Transfer to your hotel. Welcome drink in the lobby of the hotel and check into your room.

Free time to avoid the hottest hours of the day.

1600hrs
Departure by bus to visit Ananda temple.

1715hrs 
Continuation by horse cart tour (2 or 4 pax per cart) among the temples 

passing by the Sulamani temple and the massive Dhammayangyi temple 

noted for its remarkable brickwork, finishing at  Pya That Gyi Temple 

for sunset.  
Cocktail with fruit juices and snacks near the temple before enjoying a last glimpse over the site of Bagan from its upper terrace.
Transfer to the hotel. 

One Silk longgyi (traditional Burmese dress) per person will be dropped in the rooms in the afternoon with an invitation to wear it in at the Burmese evening.

Cocktail at hotel before dinner.

Burmese longyi dinner 

Burmese dinner with Traditional dance show and Puppet show (close up with puppet players demonstrating around the tables).

Overnight at Tharabar Gate Hotel.

16 Oct 2005

Morning 
Breakfast at the hotel.

Transfer to the airport for flight to Mandalay, the last capital of the Burmese Kingdom and today a busy commercial hub.

Transfer to Amarapura from the airport and see the food donation for the 1000 monks at Mahangadayon Monastery. Continue to U Bein bridge, the world’s longest teak bridge for a stroll.  

Transfer to the jetty for a visit and drinks on board PANDAW 1947 or Road To Mandalay (TBC!).
Lunch cruise on a local boat down the Irawaddy to Sagaing.

In the afternoon visit of the Mahamuni Pagoda famous for its venerable statue of Buddha covered with gold leaf. Mandalay has long been known as a centre of skilled craftsmanship and in former times supplied the Royal courts. Nearby Mahamuni pagoda, visit traditional workshops including crafts such as woodcarving, marble masonry, kalaga's tapestry and gold leaf making.

Continue sightseeing of Mandalay with a visit to Shwenandaw Monastery (noted for its exquisite wood carving) and Kuthawdaw Pagoda (with its 729 marble stone slabs of Buddhist scriptures known as the World biggest book) 

Proceed to Mandalay Hill for a sunset Cocktail with beautiful views over the city of Mandalay, the Royal Palace and the town. 

Transfer to the hotel.

Buffet dinner by the pool of the hotel.

Overnight at Mandalay Hill Resort.
17 Oct 2005

Morning 
Breakfast at hotel.

Early morning transfer to Mandalay airport and flight to Heho, gateway to the Shan State. 

From Heho, enjoy a scenic drive to Inle Lake (1h), one of Myanmar's best-known sights through the picturesque countryside. On arrival at Nyaung Shwe village, proceed to the jetty and board the traditional motorized long tail boats (4 persons/boat) for transfers and visits on the lake.

Traveling on Inle Lake is an exhilarating experience for nature lovers and a chance to observe the unique traditions of the Intha people like the leg-rowing fishermen and the floating gardens built up from strips of water hyacinth and mud and anchored to the bottom with bamboo poles. 

Transfer to a traditional Intha House in the middle of the lake for lunch in this unique setting. Participants sit on pillows on the floor and the lunch is served on low tables, the traditional way.

Transfer to Inle Princess Resort (4*) located on the lakeshore and built in beautiful traditional Shan style.  Visit of the hotel and coffee and tea served on the terrace. 
Traditional One-legged Boat race

Once a year in October, Intha people celebrate the Inle Lake Buddhist festival called Phaung Daw U with boat races being one of the main events of the festival. Each boat has a crew of 30-50 Intha men standing on one leg and rowing in unison with the other lake. A show race will be organized in front of the hotel and participants are invited to join the race on the boats. 

Transfer by boat to the jetty and drive by coach to Heho airport for the flight to Yangon. 1725hrs-1835hrs.

On arrival in Yangon, transfer to Nikko Royal Lake Hotel.

2000hrs
Surprise cocktail.

2100hrs
Farewell dinner at Restaurant Le Planteur
Transfer to “Le Planteur” Restaurant. Set up in a lavish old colonial mansion in a quiet residential district, this delightful restaurant offer a delicious and authentic french Cuisine with a creative Asian touch.

Return to the hotel. Overnight at Nikko Royal Lake Hotel.

18 Oct 2005
Morning 
Breakfast at hotel.

Visit of the hotel.

The luggage will be transferred separately by luggage car & porters to the airport. Transfer to Yangon International Airport.

Arrival 

Special VIP Clearance: All passports (+ 2 photos if visa is needed) are collected by our representative on arrival before immigration. Guests  proceed directly to coach without stopping by immigration and customs. Our staff will take care of all immigration and collect the luggage. Included is a VIP departure which means that luggage is checked-in, boarding passes are ready and passports already are stamped before the group is arriving at the airport.

Departure

If the VIP option has been taken luggage will be checked in, boarding passes are ready and passports already are stamped before the group is arriving at the airport. 

