CHIANGMAI 

3 days 2 nights – US$220.00
14 Oct 2005    

07:00hrs
Pick up from Pattaya for Bangkok airport.


Leave Bangkok for Chiangmai on TG 309.

11:35hrs
Arrival at Chiang Mai and transfer to downtown.  An orientation tour by foot-pedaled rickshaw convoy will take you on the unforgettable ride through many different parts of the old city, passing markets, residential areas, old buildings and temples.


Late lunch at hotel.


After lunch, enjoy shopping at Baan Tawai.  Ban Tawai and nearby towns collectively form the largest woodcarving center in Thailand.  Situated on both sides of the dusty road are dozens of small workshops and massive factories that produce most of the imitation antiques and immense wooden elephants sold throughout the country.  Bargains are plentiful.


Family Style Thai Dinner at Gallery Restaurant 

A combination of exquisite Lanna architecture, fine Thai cuisine, and exhibits of northern Thai art, the Gallery is the perfect setting for relaxation and entertainment during a stay in Chiangmai. Set in a 100 year old Teakwood House on the bank of the Ping River, the Gallery was selected as the Best Conserved Private House by the Association of Siamese Architects, under Royal Patronage, in 1993, and the Chiang Mai Conservation Prize presented by the Lanna Architect Group in 1991.

15 Oct 2005   

Morning
Breakfast at hotel

08:30hrs
Full Day Elephant Trek, Hilltribe, Bamboo Rafting and Doi Suthep Tour.

Approximately 60kms north of Chiangmai, situated on the banks of the Ping River, is Chiang Dao Elephant Camp. In an unspoiled setting, marvel at these colossal beasts performing amazing feats of strength and skill, at the command of their “mahouts”. Then follows an exhilarating elephant trek through the neighboring jungle, passing bamboo trees and hanging creepers, towards a remote Lisu hill tribe village. The Lisu hill tribe people originated from Tibet and their villages are usually located in the mountains around 1,000m. For the truly adventurous, combine the Chiang Dao Elephant Trek with thrilling river rafting. 

Disembark at Royal Ping for lunch.

After lunch, drive back to Chiang Mai town. 

Near the summit of Doi Suthep, a 1,600m peak named after the hermit Sudeva who lived on the mountain’s slopes for many years, is the 600 year old temple Wat Phra That Doi Suthep.  After a drive up the mount’s winding road, the final climb to the site is via a magnificent Naga (dragon-headed serpent) staircase of 306 steps.  Inside the cloisters is an intriguing copper-plated chedi topped by a five-tier gold umbrella which contains partial relics of Lord Buddha.  On a clear day, there are incomparable views over the city of Chiangmai from the grounds of the temple.


Kantoke Dinner

Enjoy a superb Khantoke Dinner while being entertained by traditional Thai culture and folk performances, including the charming Fon Lep (Thai Finger Dance), Ram Dab (Thai Sword Dance), Fon Thiean (Thai Candle Dance), and Ram Wong (Group Dance).

Khantoke is the customary northern Thai style of eating with the food being served in large platters at low tables while you sit on floor mats.

Dinner will end with a special hill-tribe show performed by various members of Yao, Lahu, Meo, Lisu and Karen hill-tribes and the entire event culminates in a colorful firework display!


Shopping at Chiang Mai Night Bazaar

Inside are endless stalls selling hill-tribe crafts, leather goods and clothing.  The top floor specializes in antiques. Good place to try Chiang Mai’s Burmese-influenced cuisine.

16 Oct 2005   

Morning 
Breakfast at hotel.


Leisure time until departure to Chiangmai airport.

14:05hrs
Leave Chiangmai for Bangkok on TG 111.

15:15hrs 
Arrive Bangkok, transfer to hotel in Bangkok or connect flight to homeport.
